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Love God, Love People, Make Disciples.  

NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR 
Spending time in Nicaragua taught me many things.  More than anything it impacted the way I look at possessions.  
Many of the people we encountered lived in shacks that we wonõt park our cars in.  But not once did we hear people 
complaining.  They were friendly and smiling and wanted to make us feel welcomed.  The little things we did to help 
them; passing out school supplies, painting a couple of classrooms, providing food, and giving away a Chlorine Produc-
ing Unit, were authentically appreciated. 
 
At one time in my life, many years ago, I wanted to become rich.  Thatõs no longer true.  Then I think, òWho am I kid-
ding?  Iõm already rich beyond the wildest dreams of most of the worldõs people.ó  Now Iõm not saying that I think I 
need to do without hot showers, clean water, dependable plumbing, safe food and so many of the things we take for 
granted.  But I am saying that Julie and I are determined to find ways to spend less money on ourselves so that we have 
more money to give to others. 
 
In one of the devotions at Margaretõs sister Dorothy shared with us while we were in Nicaragua, the author said that 
some people say that òwe should live simply so that others can simply live.ó  However, he said thatõs not the right atti-
tude.  He said we should take on a war-time attitude.  Iõve heard stories from my father about what his family did with-
out during the Second World War so that resources could be used for the war effort.  In the same manner, we are at war 
with the forces of evil which bring hunger, disease, and death to millions of people and should be willing to do without 
so that the forces of good can prevail. 
 
This whole idea of doing without runs counter to everything society tells us.  As Americans weõre indoctrinated into 
thinking that if we want something we deserve to have it.  But look what kind of mess that has left us with.  The govern-
ment continues the practice of dumping debt onto future generations which have little chance of repaying it.  Families 
are torn apart because credit cards and personal debt control their lives.  Individuals are unable to live out the Biblical 
mandate of tithing because all their money is spent before itõs ever in the bank.  
 
Friends, we are in a war against the spiritual powers of evil.  This war is fought on many levels, and one of the most im-
portant is in the area of our possessions and finances.  But with Godõs help we can stand strong and achieve victory over 
the evil forces at work in our world. 
 
Grace and Peace, 

 

Father/Son Manfest Planned  
Our PROS young men (10th-ƕƖÛÏɯÎÙÈËÌȺɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÍÈÛÏÌÙÚɯÈÙÌɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÈɯÎÜàɀÚɯÕÐÎÏÛɯÖÜÛɯÖÕɯ
March 27.  They plan on leaving at 3:00PM, stopping by the Bass Pro shop, grabbing supper and 
then attending the Harlem Globetrotters in Des Moines at Wells Fargo.  The Harlem 
Globetrotters are best known as a basketball team that combines athleticism with comedy to 
entertain crowds in exhibition games against inferior opponents.  Contact Jeff Walston for more 
information about this event at 641-637-2561. 

uLITTLE LEAGUE EQUIPMENT 

EXCHANGE. Dugouts, Dogs 

and drinks   

March 27 8AM-noon 

u CADET CAR DERBY RACES & BAKE 

POTATO BAR.  MARCH 21 (NOON) 



News from the Worship Corneréé 

We have had an exciting 

month, with the little children 

singing twice at the beginning 

of the 10:30 service, and the 

PROS Praise Band having an 

old fashioned ñHymn Sing 

Sundayò, but with praise 

songs!  We tried it during 

PROS the evening of 2/25, 

and then again during our 

Contemporary Service on 

Sunday morning, 2/28.  The 

response was amazing, with 

song requests being shouted 

from all corners of the 

sanctuary!  The kids & 

congregation made the rafters 

ring with their praises, so 

donôt be surprised if we try 

this again in a month or so!   

Beginning this month, you 

will notice we are  

re-arranging our worship 

leaders and praise band, in 

order to provide variety for 

the congregation, and help 

prevent burn-out in our 

musicians and singers.  Ron 

Thompson,  who  has 

faithfully led worship in the 

first service every 

Sunday for several 

years, will be 

provided a couple 

Sundays off each 

month by Mark 

Howe stepping up 

to help lead during 

t h e  8 : 0 0 

service.  Ron and Kathi also 

teach the High School class 

of Sunday School, Kathi 

serves on the sound board, 

and Ron is Chairman of the 

Trustees!  Please be sure to 

thank them both the next 

time that you see them for all 

the work that they do!  The 

PROS Praise Band will be 

helping lead worship the 2nd 

and 4th Sundays of each 

month, along with Marvin 

Knoot.   Mark Howe will be 

leading on the 1st and 3rd 

Sundays, with Carol Renaud, 

Janet Lacey and Leeann 

James.  Be sure to thank each 

of them the next time you see 

them.  They all serve in 

several capacities in our 

church, and their leadership 

is very much appreciated! 

 

Currently we have 

Kathi Thompson, 

Tanya Davis, Darin 

Thompson and Earl 

Ratcliff as Sound/AV 

technicians.  Carol 

Renaud serves as 

back-up.  With 8 

services each month, 

and lots going on in the 

sound/AV booth, we are 

looking for 2 additional 

techs.  Age doesnôt matter, 

we will train you!  If we can 

be adequately staffed so that 

each person only has to do 1 

service per month, that 

would be wonderful!   

 

Make a joyful noise!! 

Margaret Ratcliff, Worship 

Coordinator 

 
Make  

a  
joyful  
noise  

THE 
SECRETS OF 
JONATHAN  

SPERRY 

A Rich Christian Film 

Capri Theatre-New Sharon 

March 12, 13, & 14,  

March 19, 20, & 21 

 

www.sperrymovie.com  

 

This movie moved me with 

its message of the 

difference one faithful man 

can make in the lives of 

many.  I recommend this 

inspiring movie for any 

family to watch together.  

K i r k  Cam eron /Ac to r 

(Fireproof movie) 

 

PROS Youth Group 

attending Thursday,  

March 11.  PROS will eat 

at the McVay FC (6:30PM) 

before they walk over to 

the movie. Cost of the 

movie is $2.50 plus any 

money needed for snacks. PROS Girls Only Overnighter 
 
Sophomore, Junior, Senior PROS girls are 

planning their annual Girls Only Overnighter to 

Des Moines, April 1st.  Eleanor and Gail will 

drive the girls to Des Moines where we will 

check into our hotel and change for our 

evening.  We will  eat at a nice restaurant and 

attend a Maundy Thursday Service that 

evening.  This year we will be getting up 

REALLY early to drive Marcella (Alan and 

Eleanor's foreign exchange student from last 

year) to the airport for her return flight.  Eating 

breakfast and hanging out at the hotel will round 

out our time away.   Girls Only Overnighter is 

always a special time with our girls.  

TeenServe News   
 
As of March 3 we have 9 youth and 5 adults signed up for 

TeenServe in New London, Wisconsin June 26-July 3. If your 

youth is planning to attend and hasn't turned in their $75 parent 

fee, please do so immediately, the camp is already 85% filled, 

we need to turn our money in quickly. Our first installment is 

due in April; youth planning to attend should have their 

missionary support letters sent to family and friends.  We have 

a great group of kids signed up already and looking forward to 

more signing up.  

A big thank you to Scott & 
Amy Simmons for the 
donation of an air - hockey 
table.  Kids and adults of 
all ages are having fun 
playing with it.  



 

Race Day:  March 21 

Cadetôs Pine Wood Derby 
Following worship at the McVay FC.  

Bake Potato Bar  

Come join the Cadets for lunch 

Races begin at 1:00PM  

Wear your favorite race shirt to church. 

 
 
 

GEMS Mother/Daughter Tea 
Wednesday, March 24 

McVay Family Center, 6:00PM 
 

Brad & Cassidy Steel  

Kraig & Katie Koehler  

GEMS Father/Daughter 50ôs Night 

Ben & Bailey Ferguson Steve & Carly Ehret 

Dan & Olganida Gruber 

Helpers for the evening 

Miss 

Katieôs 

6th 

Grade 

Group 

of Girls 


