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No single event in human history has received more attention than the 

suffering and crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth.   This year during Lent we 

will be looking closely at  the last 24 hours of Jesusõ life.  This series is 

designed to help you experience and understand the significance of Jesus' 

suffering and death in a way you have never done before.   We will walk 

step by step with Jesus during his journey from the upper room, to 

Gethsemane, to Pilateõs house and onto his crucifixion at Calvary with 

some carefully planned stops in between.    

Because no 24 hour period is more important in all of human history, you 

will have opportunity to experience this day in several ways.   Pastor John 

will be basing his Lenten messages on the final day of Jesusõ life.  A 

personal devotional guide and book will be available for purchase.   And a 

Bible study will be offered.   During the study we will travel to the Holy 

Land and visit the sites where the events of Jesusõ last day took place 

guided by Rev. Adam Hamilton, author of 24 Hours That Changed the 

World . 

Whether you are a long -time Christian or are simply curious about the story of Christ's crucifixion, 

you are invited to join in the retracing the last 24 hours of Jesus' life.   Watch for more details coming 

24 Hours That 
Changed  
the World 

Give on-line to help the people of Haiti. 

Go to our website www.newsharonumc.org  and you will find a link that will enable you to contribute to the 

work of the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) in helping the people of Haiti.  As you are well 

aware, Haiti is recovering from the devastating earthquake that rocked that poverty -stricken country.  100% 

of your contribution through UMCOR will be used in the relief efforts.  One of the great things about being a 

United Methodist is that administrative costs are paid for through our apportionments.  Most relief 

organizations must keep a percentage of the donations they receive for this purpose, but not so with UMCOR.  

 

The link will take you to a secure site where you can make your gift with confidence.  

Ash Wednesday Service February 17, 5:30 P.M. 

Ash Wednesday emphasizes a dual encounter; we confront our own mortality and confess our 

sins before God within the community of faith.   The use of ashes as a sign of this mortality 

and repentance has a long history in Jewish and Christian worship.   The imposition of ashes 

can be a powerful nonverbal and experiential way of participating in the call to repentance 

and reconciliation.   This practice is the historic focus of Ash Wednesday and gave the day its name.   

Traditionally, the palm branches from the previous Palm Sunday are saved and burnt ahead of time to 

produce the ashes for this service.   

  You are invited to share in this meaningful time of worship as a way of preparing yourself for the holy 

season Lent. 

http://www.newsharonumc.org
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Countdown to Nicaragua! 
Julie and I have begun the final countdown for our trip to Nicaragua.  Weôre excited to 

be going along with Earl Ratcliff and Michael Glesener.  Weôll also be joined by 
Margaretôs sister Dorothy and her brother- in - law Mark.  

 
Iôm continually amazed at the way God works things out.  Julie and I have been talking 
about visiting Greg and Vicky Stout and seeing SWIM at work first hand.  However, as 

some of you know, I really HATE flying, so while Julie had decided she was going to go 
along, I was still pretty hesitant.  But evidently God had other plans for me.  

 
Last November, Julie and I had Stoutôs and Ratcliffôs over to our house for supper.  
Thatôs when we found out that Dorothy and Mark were planning on going to Nicaragua 

the next time Earl went.  We inquired about where they live.  ñSpringfield.ò  We asked 
which church they attended.  ñAsbury United Methodist.ò   That got our attention. 

 
Denny and Peggy Baier are some of our very best friends in the world and were our 
next door neighbors in Sumner.  Guess where they live now?   ñSpringfield.ò  Guess 

what church they attend?  ñAsbury United Methodist.ò  Almost immediately, Julie and 
Margaret were on their cell phones quickly sending off texts to Springfield, wondering if 

they knew each other.  I didnôt think the chances were very good since Baierôs had only 
moved to Springfield about a year ago and Asbury UMC is a large church.  But was I 

wrong!  We found out that they had been together just a few days before at a 
leadership event at the church.  After several phone calls from Julie and sharing a meal 
at Mark and Dorothyôs, Denny and Peggy decided they wanted to join the group going 

to Nicaragua.  Well, I didnôt want to be left out, so Julie and I applied for our passports 
and bought airline tickets.  I decided I had let fear dictate my answering Godôs call for 

too long.  Iôm still a bit nervous about it, but I am confident that God does not give a 
spirit of fear.  
 

Since that time, weôve learned that Michael is joining us.  Itôs so cool to see a young 
man like Michael make this kind of commitment to serve God.  Iôm excited about the 

fundraising meal that he is preparing on Sunday.  The food will be great and the cause 
it will supports even greater.  I hope you are planning on being there.  
 

Iôm sure this trip will be an eye-opening experience.  So many things which I have 
assumed would just be there all my life; clean water to drink, electric lights to read by, 

indoor plumbing, and safe food canôt be taken for granted in Nicaragua. 
 
Iôm planning on producing a travelogue about our trip soon after we return with video, 

pictures and stories about our experience.  Watch for more information about that.  
 

I want to thank everyone who contributed school supplies, cash donations for us to use 
in Nicaragua. A thank you also goes out to those who gave to our Christmas Miracle 
Offering for SWIM, as well as regular gifts to this ministry.  Because of your gifts we 

are able to take six suitcases of various supplies with us. I also want to thank those 
who regularly give to our congregationôs budget.  I am extremely aware that the only 

way Julie and I could have this experience is because of your ongoing financial support 
of us and our ministry.  
 

Grace and Peace,  



Happy Birthday  

02/01 Guy Schultz   
02/01 Donna Spoelstra  
02/02 Don Hite   
02/02 Richard Ladd   
02/03 Jerry Ferguson   
02/06 Leland Cook   
02/06 Sonya Mason  
02/06 Ralph Ihde   
02/06 Joel Davis  
02/07 Dorris Fox  
02/07 Lowell Dahm   
02/07 Gunnar Ross  
02/07 John Colligan   
02/08 Roger Fread  
02/09 Dee Williams   
02/10 Coleen McGriff  
02/10 Mark Collister  

02/12 Debbie Whitis   
02/12 Wayne Northcutt  
02/12 Mark Howe  
02/12 Dakota Thomas  
02/13 Bill Ferguson  
02/13 Olganida Gruber  
02/13 Jill Thompson   
02/14 Airianne Livezey   
02/17 Katie Dahm   
02/17 Amy Griffin  
02/17 Randy Moffit   
02/18 Christy Gay   
02/18 Ruth Phillips   
02/18 Sandi Conover   
02/20 Harriet Stout   
02/20 Leanna Lindenman  
02/21 Walter Smith   
02/25 John Livezey   
02/26 Lyle Stout   

02/26   Carol Ann Morris  
02/26 Addison Vander Beek  
02/26 Randy Van Dusseldorp  
02/27 Jacob Dahm 
02/28 Jana Freeborn   

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

3rd - 6th graders have filled 

their rock jar for rock solid 

attendance. They will be 

getting Valentines 

cookies on 2 - 14  

Happy Anniversary  

2/24  Lyle & Harriet Stout  

2/25  Charlie & Brenda Sparks  

PROS:  Girl Chat in the McVay 

Kitchen,   hot choc. & cappuccino 

7th & 8th Girls Chat 1st   & 3rd 

Thursdays 8:30 to 9:00PM 

times will be honored  

9th - 12th Girls Chart 2nd & 

4th Thursdays 8:30 to 9:30PM 

times will be honored  

 

Breakfast  

Church:  

 7  Gina Fuller  

14 Dee Williams  

21 Jimmah White  

28 Marcy Wanders  

 

McVay Family Center:  

 7  Vicky Hartgers & Bobbi Jo Harmon  

14 Nancy Brown & Shannon Craig  

21 Nicky Dahm & Tanya Davis  

28 Ralphi Munson & Deana DeJong  

 

Candle lighters:  

 7  Tessa Fuller & Mahailey Blanke  

14 Rachel Freeborn & Gabby Ferguson  

21 Gunyar Simmons & Derek Brown  

28   Bailey Ferguson & Katie Koehler   

Girl Chat is a special time where 

the girls only get time with 

Eleanor, Lynn, Sam and Gail to  

discuss things that are troubling 

them/or going on in their 

lives.   We will be using a book to  

help keep our conversation God 

centered and focused on the 

positive.  

Kids Praise 

During 

10:30A.M.  

Worship  

3yrs -  2nd 

grade  Feb. 14 

3rd - 6th will sing 

with them for 

one song.  

3rd - 6th     

Grade sing again 

on Feb. 28  



Prayer Listé earthquake in Haiti, JOFA Class Greg & Vickie Stout (SWIM), upcoming mission trip to 

Nicaragua,  Carrie Bloem, Treyton Robinson, John Davis (friend of Randy Moffit from SW Iowa), Katie 

Nunnikhoven -recovering from surgery, Leo McElroy -cancer, Steve Wiley -recently had surgery on a 

detached retina, Lauren Daniels  

Expectant Mothers... Kelli White (Stuart) Jordan, Miranda Hanselman (Josh) Johnson, Kate (Aaron) 

Strobel Manfull, Tom (Abigail) Hillers, Toni (Thompson) Joe Goemaat  

Justin & Jill Van Soelen are the proud parents of a baby girl , Addison Clara. Born on January 

18.  10lbs. 21 ¾ in. long.  Grandparents are Curtis and Dee Williams.  Great grandmas are Anna Mae 

Williams and Sandra Olive.  

Aaron and Courtney Schock are the proud parents of a baby boy , Nolan Lee.  Born at 8:45a.m. 

January 18.  6lbs. 3oz. 19 in long.  Grandparents are Earl & Lea Schock and Verlan and Rhonda Van 

Wyk.  Great Grandparents Rex and Lorraine Avery of Tama and Leona Van Wyk.  Big sister, Olivia 

Jean welcomes home Nolan.  

Congratulations to Barb and Jim Vander Beek on the birth of a grandson, Owen Vander Beek .  

Parents are Mack & Angie.  

Our Troops ... Andy Robinson, Megan Jansen (Iraq), Marcus Hoksbergen, Cameron DePenning  

Please Pray With Us . . .  

Thank you for joining us for Passionate Praise on January 31.  

Fundraiser Meal For Upcoming SWIM Mission Trip.   

Michael Glesener & Nancy Northcutt  


